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Federal Communications Commission
Office ofthe Secretary
445 12th Street, S.W.,
Room TW-A3254
Washington, DC 2055

In the matter of: Request for Review by Columbia Heights School District 13 of
Decision of Universal Service Administrator. (Reference FCC Docket Nos. 97-21 and

,~
Dear Sir:

Columbia Heights (Billed Entity Number 133628) would like to appeal SLD's denial of
it's appeal for rejecting two Funding Requests in Year 3 (7/1/2000 - 6/30/2001)
applications - Application # 202359. Attached is a copy of the appeal denial (Attachment
A)

One of the Funding Request was rejected because the District did not indicate in Block 5,
Item 110fthe application the service type. The second Funding Request was rejected
because the District did not supply FORM 470 application # in Item 12 of Block 5.
(Attachment B). The SLD notified the District of the missing information and it's
rejection. The District appealed the rejection on June 19,2000 (Attachment 3) and
provided the missing information. The appeal was denied in the letter dated March 27,
2001.

The District is appealing SLD's denial because it believes that the information was
missed due to an oversight when the District decided to switch from electronic data entry
to manual submission ofFORM 471. Attachment 4 is a copy of the data that was entered
electronically (where both the information was provided).

In the case of missing service type information for one of the Funding Request, we
believe that the supporting attachment provided with the application provides sufficient
information to conclude that the service type was Internal Connections. In the case of the
second Funding Request, a review of the other Funding Requests would show that all of
the Requests had the same FORM 470 Application#. Finally, during the data entry
process, the District had been given the opportunity to correct either missing or incorrect
information but were never given the chance to provide the two missing information.
districts.
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We believe that the denial of the request would penalize the District by more than
$150,000 and consider it to be harsh for having overlooked to provide one missing piece
of data for each of the rejected Funding Request.

We request that the FCC overturn the SLD's denial of our appeal and rule in favor of the
District.

Sincerely,

t~- ~~ ~~,---
Denise Mergens v'
Director-Business Services
Columbia Heights Public Schools
1400 49th Avenue NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
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Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division

I

Administrator's Decision on Appeal- Funding Year 2000-2001

March 27, 2001

John Bulger
Columbia Heights School District 13
1400 49th Avenue NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
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Re: Billed Entity Number:
471 Application Number:
Funding Request :Number(s):
Your Correspondence Dated:

:33628
_W2359
2 unnwnbered
June 19,2000

2 unnumbered
Denied in full

After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries
Division ("SLD") of the Universal Service Administrative Company ("USAC") has made
its decision in regard to your appeal of SLD's Year Three Funding Commitment Decision
for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of SLD's
decision. The date ofthis letter begins the 30-day time period for appealing this decision
to the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC"). If your letter of appeal included
more than one Application Number, please note that for each application for which an
appeal is submitted, a separate letter is sent.

Funding ReQuest Number:
Decision on Appeal:
Explanation:

• Your-appeal letter states the missing information for these two fuii<ifng requests was
an oversight. One request was missing the category of service and the other was
missing the Form 470 Application Number.

• Your original request did not include pertinent information relating to the amount of
funding requested. On your original Foml 471 Item 11 ofBlock 5 for I funding
request and Item 12 ofBlock 5 for another were left blank. This omission resulted in
these requesTs being returned to you for failing the program's minimum processing
standards. Please note that the accuracy and completeness of the infonnation
submined on the Form 471 is solely the responsibility of the applicant. Your
submission of a corrected Block 5 on June 19, 2000, was after the January 19th

, 2000
deadline for submitting a properly completed Form 471. Therefore. your completed

Box 12S - Correspondence l:nit. 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippan>, New Jc:rs~y 07981
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Block 5 is considered to be outside of the funding window for year wee,
Unfortunately, the SLD is unable to waive the minimum processing standards or the
January 19th

, 2000 deadline for submittinJi a completed Fonn 471. Consequently,
your requests will not be data entered and considered for funding and your appeal is
denied in full. t

If you believe there is a basis for further examination of your application, you may file an
appeal with the Federal Communications Commission, Office of the Secretary, 445 lih

Street, SW, Room TW-A325, Washington. DC 20554, Please reference CC Docket Nos.
96-45 and 97-21 on the first page of your appeal. Before preparing and submitting your
appeal, please be sure to review the FCC rules concerning the filing of an appeal of an
Administrator's Decision, which are posted on the website at <\\i"W'\oV.universalservice.org>.
You must flle yOUT appeal with the FCC no later than 30 days from the date on this
letter for your appeal to be filed in a timely fashion.

We thank you for yOUt continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal
process.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road. Whippani', New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: http://www.s/.un.~f5alservice.Of J
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Entity Number _____1336 2B _____ Applicant's Form Identifier CH 0 0 1 3
Contact Person -John Bulger Phone Number 6]2-586-4525

Block 5: Discount Funding Request(s) Block 5, page of

Instructions: Use one Block 5 page for EACH service (Funding Request Number) for which you are requesting discounts. tMake as many copies of this page as necessary, and number the completed pages to assure that they are all processed correctly.

FRN# . (to be assigned by administrator)
11 Category of Service (only ONE category should be checked) 15 Con tract Number (II avaIlable. use T IlIar"4 services. 'MTM' if monlh-lo·

roonlh servIces as descllbed In Inslluchons)
o Telecommunications Service o Internet Access o Internal Connections

16 Billing Account Number (e g, billed telephone number) N7A-
12 Form 470 Application Number (15 digits) 657630000106324 17 Allowable Contract Date (mmiddlyyyy, based on Form 470 filing)

13
SPIN· Service Provider 18 Contract Award Date (mmidd/yyyy) 1 /1 /q q

Identification Number (9 digils) 1 It ':\ nnq? R S 19 Service Start Date (mmJdd/yyyy) 7/1 /q q
14 Service Provider Name 'T' T R ~ 20 Contract Expiration Date (mmidd/yyyy) , ~ ,,,,, I"" (p - 3D -tJ)

Description of
You MUST attach a description of the service, including a breakdown of components and costs, plus any relevant brand names. Label this

21 description with an Attachment fI, and note number in space provided below.
This Service:

7Attachment #I

22 a. If the service is site-specific (provided to one sile and not shared by others), list the Entity Number of the entity from Block 4 receiving
Entity/Entities this service :
Receiving This Service:

A-Ib. If the service is shared by all entities on a Block 4 worksheet, list the worksheet number (e,g., A-l):

23 Calculations

Recurring Charges One-Time Charqes Total Charqes
\ II (' II f. F (; II I J "Monlhly $ charges How much of the $ Eligible monthly II of Annual pre·discounl $ Annual non- How much 01 Annual eligible pre· Total program %discount Funding Commilment $

(Iotal amount per amounlln (A) is pre-discounl months amount for eligible recurring (one- the $ amount in discount $ amount year pre-discount (from Request
monlh for service) ineligible? amount service recurring charges time) $ charges (F) is ineligible? for one-lime charges $ amounl Block 4 ( J x I )

(A minus B) provided in (0 xC) (F minus G) (E +H) Worksheel)
program

year

- - - - - 178,93£ - 178,932 178,932 53% 94,833

Page 4 016 FCC Form 471 -- September 1999



entity Number 1 j jb~ U

Contact Person __J 0 h n B u19e r __
Applicant's Form Identifier ClIUVIJ
Phone Number 612 - Slro=-tl"525" -_._-- ._--_ ...- - - ----.-_. __.-.._-

Block 5: Discount Funding Request(s) Block 5, page of
Instructions: Use one Block 5 page for EACH service (Funding Request Number) for wllich you are requesting discounts tMake as many copies ot this page as necessary, and number the completed pages to assure that they are all processed correctly.

FRN # -- . (to be assigned by administrator)
11 Category 01 Service (only OrJE C<l1e<Jory should be checked) 15 Contract Number (,I a,·a,l"tlc use T illaroNed servICes. "MTM' " monlh 10

CM-I/&,Imonlh se"'lCes as descrobed ,n InSI'UChons)
o TelecommunICations Service o Internet Access ~ Internal Connections

16 Billing Account Number (e g. billed telephone number) N/11-
12 Form 470 Application Number (15 digits) ~. 17 Allowable Contract Date (mmidd/yyyy. based on Form 470 filing) /g- 9-q'f{

SPIN - Service Provider 1B Contract Award Date (mmldd/yyyy) 3/9/99
13

Identification Number (9 dlgilS) 143018189 19 Service Start Date (mmldd/yyyy) 7/1/99
14 Service Provider Name Electric 20 Contract Expiration Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 67'30/00- ~ -3D-olRloominaton Co.

Description of
You MUST attach a description of tile service, including a breakdown 01 components and costs. plus any relevant brand names Label 1I1is

21 description with an Attachment #, and note number in space provided below.
This Service:

Attachment II

22 a. It the service is site-sP~ciliC (provided to..-on~ s!te and not shared by others). list the Entity Number of the entity Irom Block 4 receiving
Entity/Entities this service: 0038 5 '1") 1. "U ,b

ReceiVing This Service:
b. If the service is shared by all entities on a Block 4 worksheet, list the worksheet number (e.g., A-1):

23 Calculations

Recurring Charges One-Time Charges Total Charges
\ II (' II E F ( ; II I J "Monthly Scharges How much 01 Ihe S Eligible monthly # of Annual pre·discount S Annual non- How much 01 Annual eligible pre- Tolal program %discount Funding Commitment $

(tolal amount per amounl in (A) is pre·discounl months amounl for eligible recurring (one- the Samount in discounl $ amounl year pre-discount (Irom Request
month lor service) ineligible? amount service recurring charges lime) $ charges (F) is ineligible? lor one-lime charges $ amount Block 4 ( J x I )

(A minus B) provided in (0 x C) (F minus G) (E + H) Worksheet)

program

year

- - - - - 104,000. - 104,000. 104,000 e 55,120.

Page 4 of G FCC Forl11 471 -- Seplel11uer 1999



June 19,2000

RECEIVED

Letter of Appeal
Schools and Libraries Division
Box 125 - Correspondence Unit
80 South Jefferson Road,
Whippany, NJ 07981

APR 2 6 2001

FCC MAIL ROOM

RE: Appeal ofSLD's denial of funding request for Columbia Heights Public Schools
(Billed Enttity # 133628) E-Rate funding for third program year - Application # 202359.

Dear Sir:

Columbia Heights Public Schools would like to appeal rejection of funding requests by
the Schools and Libraries Division (SLD) ofthe Universal Service Administrative
Company for services for Funding Year 3: 07/01/2000 - 6/30/2001. The rejection letter
identified missing information for two Block 5 Funding Requests as follows:

Applicant's Form Identifier:
Form 471 Application Number:

BLOCK 5 FUNDING REQUEST:

CH0013
202359

Service Provider Identification Number (SPIN) (Item 13):
Service Provider Name (Item 14):

Service Provider Identification Number (SPIN) (Item 13): 143009285
Service Provider Name (Item 14): T.I.E.S.
Percent Discount (Item 23, Column J): 53
Funding Commitment Request (Item 23, Column K): $94,833.00
Rejection Reason: Block 5, Item 11, Category of Service is blank.

(The Category of Service for the above Item is Internal Connections)

143018189
Bloomington Electric
Co.

Percent Discount (Item 23, Column J): 53
Funding Commitment Request (Item 23, Column K): $55,120.00
Rejection Reason: Block 5, Item 12, Form 470 Application Number is blank.

(Form 470 Application Number for the above Item is 657630000106324)



The District apologizes for the oversight and has attached the corrected sheets for the two
items. The District requests that the SLD re-instate the requests given the information.

If there are any questions or if additional information is needed, please feel free to contact
me at 612-586-4505 ext 2545 or via E-mail atJohnb@colheights.k12.mn.us.

Sincerely,

John Bulger
Director-Business Services
Columbia Heights Public Schools
1400 49th Ave. NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
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RECEIVED
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r;ss/:~~;~~~ ir~f3tl:'~ F:'m FCC MAILROOM~
----------------------------------
Applicant's Form Identifier: ch0013

Contact Person: John Bulger

Entity Number: 133628

Phone Number: (612) 586-4525
Bottom

Block 5 Display

I. app Ica Ion um er
1657630000106324

oc

21. 'Attach'in"enf #:-1 22-:-B10Ck-4"W~313'53

3'a-:-MOnfnry-Cliarges: $.00 23f).lneJigible monthly amI.: $.00 IZ3C:-Ellglble monthly amI.:
3C1:-Numoer of montlis of service: 3~"3e:-Annualpre-discount amount tor eligible recurrmg charges ( 2

.$0.00
3eOne-time cliarges: $255~OnO-:-OO--23g:lneJlg1bleone-time ami: $.0'0
3h-:--Annualpre:aiscount amount tor eligible one-fime charges ( 2"3r=-2"3'9):""$2~mllm
3notal program year pre-discount amount ( 23e+2"3l1f-SZ50,"OOU-:-OO 2~ToO'-::ls-=c-:::-o'::-::u""'"nt;r(Trfr=0:-::m:=--ro.BiTlo::-:c=-
3k-:-Funding Commitment Request ( 2"31x2"3]):sn"0,T5u-:-oo

f3-:S PIN:T430T8Uo5 i14-:-5erviceProvlder Name: Ridgedale Electnc, Inc.
fS-:C0niracrnumber: na ;16-:-8111mg Account Number: 117:A11'-0C':"":wC':"":a:"l:b:-r"le:=l"C'-:0C::n:Ttr::=aC::cTt....O<-::a...t

I P6/09/1998
18-:C0ntraet Awardl)ate:l)-:37Z3719-g-9-----rr19~Se rvl ce StartDate: 0770 171 999 ~ cr.-c'-=o-=nItr:=a-=cTt....E'::-::x""'"p'!":lr-:::-atr.'"lo=-n:::-P\OaT _ A J&'

P9/30/2000 ~

http://v.f\\,w.sl.universalservice.orgIFY3_Form471IFY3_Block5Display.asp 1/14/00



Block 5 Display Page2of3

'. app Ica Ion urn er
~57630000106324

13-:-SP1N:T43016661
fS-:-Contraet Number: na

114. Service Provider Name: All state Communications, Inc.
rnr.t3111lng Account Number: 117. Allowable Contract Oat
i P6/09/1998

1.B-:-contract Award Oate:D3126119-gg--j'119. Service Start Date: 0770111999 120. Contract Expiration OaC~
P7/0 112002 ~

I. app Ica Ion urn er
~57630000106324

120. Contract Expiration Oat
06/30/2001 '

117. Allowable Contract Oat
06/09/1998

[14. Service Provider Name: OS"[Ir'lK,lnc.
!f6-:-Bll1ing-Account Number: 117. Allowable Contract Dar
I ,06/09/1998

fB-:-C 0 ntract Award Dafe:tr37Z3Tf9-9-9--'lf9-:-5ervIce StarfDate:077017f9~r9 i2l!.Cc-o-n-rtr=a--=-c-'-t....E.,.."x",-p~lr-at..-lo-n-,--,..,DaT
P4/11/2001 1,

n-:-sPlN: 143009285

13-:-SPIN:l43'O'0Tf58
fS-:-Contraet Number: na

l-:-Attachment #: 5 i2rBlock 4 Worksheet No::1131303
23a.-MontI1IYCFiarges: S2-;-5B01l0 !2'3D:"lrie1lglble monthly amI.: $.00 IZ3e:t:llglble monthly amI.:

3a:-Number of months of service: 10 :2~e:-Annual pre-discount amount for eligible recurring charges ( 2
:$25.650.00

3rOc--n-e-'-t~lm-e-c-"Th-a-r-g-e-s-:....-$-...0'...0-------------"2'3g. Ineligible one-time amI: $.00
3n:-Annual pre-discount amount fOrel@ole one-time charges ( 23~'3gy:su:OO
31. Tota I pro9ram year pre-d ISC0 unt am0 unt ( 23'e'+'2~llf:""S2""57.6"';'5""'0'-'.O~..,0~-:>!..!...-::...---.@....3~..,J-.1f7%-a=.s:":=cC=o""'uC=nTt T.(f<=r""'"o=m:-t"'!BT:lo:::-:c=-
~K. Funding Commitment Request ( Z3TXZ3J): $13.594.50

http://www.sl. universalservice.orglFY3_Fonn471IFY3_Block5Display.asp 1/14/00


